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a violent man to be some day non-violent, but there is none for a
coward. I have therefore said more than once that if we do not
know how to defend ourselves, our women and our places of
worship by force of suffering, i.e., by non-violence, we must, if
we are men, be at least able to defend all these by fighting."105
"Non-violence cannot be taught to a person who fears to
die and has no power of resistance. . . .Before he can understand
non-violence he has to be taught to stand his ground and even
suffer death, in the attempt to defend himself against the
aggressor who bids fair to overwhelm him. To do otherwise
would be to confirm his cowardice and take him further away
from non-violence. Whilst I may not actually help any one to
retaliate, I must not let a coward seek shelter behind non-vio-
lence so called."106
^ Ahimsa, being infinitely superior to violence, requires a
higher kind of courage than does violence, the courage of dying
without killing. To him also who has not this courage Gandhiji
advises killing and being killed rather than shamefully fleeing
from danger in the name of non-violence.
The world often mistakes violence for real strength and
considers it indispensable for overcoming evil. This is partly
due to the fact that non-violence being natural is not noted,
while violence being an interruption of the course of nature is
striking and is noticed. Quarrels of millions of families in their
daily lives disappear before the exercise of the force of love and
nobody takes note of it. But if two brothers fall out and take up
arms or go to law, which, according to Gandhiji, is another form
of the exhibition of brute force, their doings will be immediately
noticed in the Press, they would be the talk of their neighbours,
and would probably go down to history.107
Besides, the non-violent man depends on soul-force and has
no outward weapon. Not only his speech but also his actions seem
ineffective. On the other hand violence is a crude force and has
its visible weapons and visible effect. The world is deceived by
appearance and is hypnotized by violence.
In reality non-violence is by far the most active force in the
world. It is self-acting and does not need physical force for its
ioTr. /., Ill, pp. 222-23.
106 #., July 20, 1935, p. 180.
M Hind Swaraj, pp. 68-69.